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persons of even moderate culture, it was the precursor of
a Press revolution that would leave nothing as it had been*
Newnes had started it because he and his wife liked
reading scraps of information, little stories, personal
chatter; they thought, and thought rightly, there must be
plenty of other people with the same taste* They did not
understand why the moment was ripe for new publica-
tions of many kinds* It was because the new class of
readers, taught to read in State schools, wanted something
to read*

In 1870 Gladstone had passed the Education Act which
decreed that all children should go to school* It took a
little time to round them up, to find sufficient teachers, to
prepare school buildings* Not until the middle of the
eighties did the results begin to be noticeable* Then it
was plain that there had come into existence a new reading
public, for which next to no provision was made*

It did not occur to the Legislature that, having taught
the rising generation to read, it would be prudent to
provide them with reading matter, wholesome and in-
telligent, that would enlarge their minds, strengthen their
characters, fit them to be good citizens* Nor did that
idea make any appeal to the Church, the Universities, the
" upper classes/' or the business community* It was
therefore left to profit-seekers, speculators, adventurers
in the purlieus of commerce and journalism, to supply
the books and newspapers that were so powerfully to
influence the future of the British race, now for the first
time open to the persuasion, the fascination, the nourish-
ment, or the poison of the printed word*

By the mass of the people books were read scarcely at all*
In nearly all cottages would be found a Family Bible,
though the habit of making it a study was already on the
decline* Few but white-collar wearers took in a daily